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First of all, let me convey my congratulations for the withdrawal of the U.S. military base from Manta, Ecuador. Also, I’d like to express my respect to those  gathered here for the utmost effort you have put forth for this cause each and every day. 

I’d like to make three main appeals that are based on the examples  from Okinawa, Japan.

The first is, let's say “No” to military bases so that we will not fall victims to them!

The second is,  let's say “No” to military bases in order to not become the offenders!

And thirdly,  let's make joint efforts to rid military bases from this the world—doing so is imperative!

The Japanese government has injected significant amounts of money in the form of public investments for the development of Okinawa in return for retaining the U.S. military bases in Okinawa. Military bases have been present in Okinawa for more than 60 years, and this has made the economy of Okinawa dependent on them. Although the US military had to withdraw its base after being stationed in Manta for 10 years, the two regions, Okinawa and Manta, share similar issues.  

First, I will elaborate more on saying “No” to becoming victims of the military base. 

Okinawa is the southernmost island in Japan, and it accounts for only 0.6 percent of the total Japanese area. In spite of this, 75 percent of the U.S. forces in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa. The bases occupy 20 percent of the main island of Okinawa. While the population of Okinawa is 1.3 million people, 27,000 U.S. soldiers are stationed in there. Furthermore, the U.S. bases in Okinawa are located in the middle of a densely populated area. For instance, the Kadena Air Base occupies 83 percent of Kadena town. Over ten thousand residents in the town have been forced to live in the remaining 17 percent of land. Not only houses but schools and hospitals are clustered only several hundred meters away from the runway for the U.S. Air Force.  Other large-scale U.S. military facilities also exist in the area. Therefore, many different kinds of military base-related issues take place in Okinawa, such as noise pollution, aircraft disasters, land and water contamination caused by hazardous waste, fires, issues related to red soil runoff,  nuclear vessels using local ports, test-related accidents, and physical assaults against women. The Dayton Daily News reported that the U.S. forces in Japan rank first among all U.S. bases around the world in terms of the number of sexual crimes committed by the Navy and the Marines. However, the U.S. soldiers who commit these crimes are protected by special privileges that ordinary citizens do not possess, because the U.S. has the first jurisdiction due to the Japan-U.S. Status-of-Forces Agreement regarding incidents or accidents which happen on duty. Utilizing this system, the U.S. military often provides false on-duty certifications when various incidents occur, a practice that frequently—and lawlessly—protects personnel who have committed offenses. As the host nation, Japan has the right of first jurisdiction concerning off-duty crimes committed by the U.S. soldiers, but in only three percent of those cases has Japan been able to exercise this right. Since the reversion of Okinawa to Japan in 1972, about 5,000 violent crimes such as murders, robberies and rapes have happened in Okinawa. Therefore, in order that the residents around bases not continue to become victims, we’d like to say “No” to the existence of the U.S. bases. 

Secondly, we must insist on saying “No” on becoming offenders through the presence and operation of military bases.

After World War II, because the Japanese Constitution pledged to renounce war, Japan’s military has never killed any foreign civilians.  However, by having a US military base in Japan, Japan has played a role in U.S. wars by providing logistical support.  It is said that the Korean War and Vietnam War, which caused large numbers of victims, would not have been possible without the US bases in Japan.  And although it is against the Constitution of Japan, Japan recently dispatched Self-Defense Forces to Iraq under the label of “humanitarian support”.  If this kind of constitutional violation continues, the day when Japan’s Self Defense Forces kill foreign civilians is likely to occur in the near future. The U.S. military has intervened in Colombia’s civil wars, and has used Agent Orange in the Vietnam War—a chemical so powerful that it continues to cause numerous birth defects in babies born in Vietnam today.  To the people of Ecuador, keeping U.S. base in their country meant having a part in such unjustified wars.

Now I vociferously send the message:  “No bases to not become offenders!”

Thirdly, I stand up for “No bases throughout the world”. 

Currently, the governments of Japan and the US are considering transferring 8,000  Marines and 9,000 members of their families in Okinawa to Guam to lighten the military base burden on Okinawa. However, as a condition for transferring the Marines to Guam, the U.S. is demanding the relocation of the function of Futenma Airport in Ginowan City in Okinawa to Camp Schwab in Nago City in Okinawa—a move that would entail the construction of an airstrip that would cause severe environmental destruction to a fragile and unique ecosystem in the area. The relocation of the function of the bases within Okinawa means placing the burden of the US military bases on the people and environment of Okinawa yet again, which is unjustified.  Moreover, the transfer of  Marines and their families to Guam implies passing on the issues of military bases to Guam's indigenous people, the Chamorro.  Once occupied by Japan, Guam lost many people who were involved in a ground war between the U.S. and Japan in 1945. U.S.  military bases  occupy over one fifth of Okinawa’s mainland, and one third of Guam's.  Because Guam is  recognized as a part of the United States, some may think the bases belong to their country.  However, from the perspective of its indigenous people, the Chamorro, it is clear that they are forced to keep the bases without any justice.  Chamorro Nation, a human rights group working to protect the indigenous peoples of Guam, has clearly stated their objection towards the relocation of the base to Guam.  

I believe all of you who are here today seek the withdrawal of US base from Manta, and furthermore from Colombia! We must work  to abolish all military bases  around the world!                     

